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Annual Meeting

The TCOA annual meeting will be held at 2:00 PM 
on Thursday October 13th at the Simkins Hallin 
Showroom, 11 Lone Peak Drive, RJS Tower Building, 
Big Sky Town Center. This newsletter includes an 
agenda for this year’s meeting, a proxy (if you cannot 
attend), and your assessment invoice.

bigskytowncenter.com  

Center Stage at Town Center Park

Big Sky Farmers Market

The third year of the Big Sky Farmers Market saw a 
great variety of vendors and wonderful attendance!
 
There were nine weekly markets from July 6 through 
September 7, and we averaged 80+  vendors per market 
from around the valley and as far away as  Billings, 
Blackfoot, Idaho and Jackson Hole, Wyoming. Live 
music every week was provided by local musicians and a 
few past favorites from out-of-state.

We appreciate everyone who sponsored or participated 
in the market. This is quickly becoming the weekly event 
of the summer in Big Sky!

Center Stage at Town Center Park hosted the 
ACBS’s free Music in the Mountains Thursday 
night summer concert series, the very successful 
first annual Big Sky Classical Music Festival, 
and even summer headliner concert Keb’Mo’ 
and Jackie Greene on a mobile stage near 
Town Center Park.
 
The improvements to the park were installed and 
funded in 2010  by master developer Simkins 
Holdings, LLC, and the ongoing maintenance 
(i.e. mowing, irrigation maintenance, water 
costs, etc) is paid by the TCOA. 

The park is available for rent, free of charge. 
Please call us at 406-556-6792 to reserve the 
park for your event or special occasion. 

community events calendar at                 
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The Ahn Trio playing at the Big Sky Classical Music Festival

The last market of this season will be held from 5-8 
on Wednesday September 7th. 
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Skyline Bus Service

Assessment Change

RECYCLE!

$25 for Trail Maintenance

Hockey Rink In Town Center

During the ski season, the Skyline bus service is 
your ticket to FREE, non-stop, hourly trips to the 
resorts and back to the Town Center.  The buses 
accommodate skis, boards, poles, and all the gear. 
Ride the bus and save on gas!

Skyline will be operating their summer schedule 
until Sept. 11.  On the 12th they will switch to the 
“shoulder season” schedule, which means two round 
trips between Big Sky and Bozeman (M-F) and the 
local service will be demand-response (i.e. call in to 
schedule a ride).  On Nov. 24, they will begin “Early 
Winter” service, which will be similar to the sum-
mer service they have been providing.  On Saturday 
Dec. 17, they will likely begin winter service.

As much as we have tried to delay the inevitable, 
the reality is that costs keep rising (insurance, light-
ing, maintenance, utilities, etc) and we have no oth-
er option than to raise the annual assessment. This 
decision has come about after looking at all other 
options. The assessment increase is reflected in the 
enclosed invoice. For a discussion on the budget, 
please refer to page 7. To make payment arrange-
ments with our accountant, please also refer to p. 
7.  The revised assessment structure is as follows:

Annual Assessment Change:
Residential: $869/unit/yr (up from $790)
Commercial: $1.98/sf/yr (up from $1.80)

Annual Assessment to Remain Unchanged:
Golden Stone Park: $55/unit/yr (only for those      	
	 Essentia & Elevation 6000 condos)
Trail Maintenance: $25/unit/year (for both
	 residential and commercial)

Recycling is a great way to cut down on the waste in 
landfills. While we do not have the luxury of curb-
side recycling here in Big Sky, the bins are conven-
iently located in the Town Center on Aspen Leaf 
Drive, and they accept the following items: office 
paper; newspaper; magazines; plastic #1 & #2; and 
aluminum. The recycling bins do not accept glass, 
so please dispose of this in your trash.

On your assessment notice, you’ll see a $25 fee for 
Big Sky trails maintenance. In 2009, the TCOA 
Board of Directors passed a resolution to assess 
each Town Center unit/lot owner a $25 annual fee 
to be donated to the non-profit Big Sky Community 
Corporation (BSCC) for the maintenance of trails 
in the Big Sky area. Many other Big Sky owners’ 
associations in Big Sky have implemented a similar 
assessment. Each year, the TCOA contributes  over 
$2,400 to the BSCC to be used for trail
maintenance.

 
While the newly-formed BSSHA made great strides last winter to 
get all of the elements in place for hockey in Big Sky, the critical 
lights were delivered during the last week of the season, and really 
weren’t used last year. This season will be different!  This sum-
mer the boards were resurfaced, the full-size Zamboni (donated 
by Martel Construction) was tuned-up and wrapped with Ice Dogs 
and other sponsor graphics, and BSSHA volunteers have been 
busy organizing this season’s activities and calendar.  The BSSHA 
board has been working on fundraising, logistics, and programs 
for the coming season.

If you have an interest in helping or volunteering with the BSSHA, 
of if you’re a hockey player, or if you have kids who may want to 
play or be part of the youth program, please email
bigskyice@gmail.com or call us at 406-556-6792.

3rd Edition of Big Sky Trails Map

You now have an even better opportunity to enjoy Big Sky’s trail sys-
tem, with help from an updated trails map.  The Big Sky Community 
Corporation (BSCC) trails committee, with the support of a number 
of local businesses and the Big Sky Town Center, has produced the 
newest map edition, portraying the immediate Big Sky area and de-
tailing local trails. 

Maps are available at local businesses includ-
ing Gallatin Alpine Sports, Grizzly Outfitters, 
Lone Mountain Ranch, Big Sky Resort and 
Moonlight Basin, as well as at the Chamber 
of Commerce and the BSOA office.  The 
map references a number of other
resources useful to trails users.  Further de-
tails about Big Sky trails are also available 
at the BSCC website at  www.bsccmt.org

Big Sky Tourism Promotion/Marketing

Events bring people to Big Sky; they provide energy and a great 
way to market the area. They also provide a better quality of life for 
residents, and hopefully they help attract future residential buyers 
and investors.

We are now very involved with the Chamber of Commerce and 
other organizations to help improve the economic climate in Big 
Sky, and we are working on several key projects: Entry Monument/
Community Wayfinding Signage - Design and Permitting; Creating 
a brand and 3-5 year marketing plan for the community; Montana 
Cowboy Hall of Fame & Western Heritage Center bid; non-tax-
ing Big Sky Trails, Recreation, and Parks Special District; Summer 
Signature Event, and others. Much of our future success is tied to 
our ability to attract Yellowstone National Park visitors, and we are 
exploring many different ways to do this more effectively.
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New Town Center Businesses

Charsam Gallery
The Charsam Gallery is adjacent to Rivers to Peaks Real Estate and Grizzly Outfitters, and fea-
tures original Western art and bronzes. Artists include Kevin Red Star, Harry Koyama, Michael 
Coleman, Pamela Caughey, Michael Stidham and many others. 

Owner Martha Johnson states that “We did not have a gallery in the Town Center and I have 
become more and more fascinated with the talent of artists from this region. Our goal is to find 
pieces that represent the people, geography and wildlife of this incredible part of the country in which we live.”  The gallery is 
open daily and they welcome you to visit them anytime.  406-995-2022  M-F 9-5

Creighton Block Gallery
The Creighton Block Gallery, located in the Market Place building on Lone Peak Drive, opened in 
early December 2010. Featured painters at the gallery include Russell Chatham, Thomas English, 
Paula Pearl, Jim Barrett, Laurie Stevens, Todd Connor, Shirle Norquist and Mike Patterson. The 
gallery also sells bronzes by several well-known Montana sculptors; 19th century Native American 
artifacts; contemporary Native American work; fine handcrafts and one-of-a-kind jewelry.

Owners Colin and Paula Mathews decided to move to Big Sky because of the exciting energy emerging in Big Sky and the 
enormous cultural potential here.  They look forward to contributing to the realization of Big Sky Town Center’s commercial 
and cultural goals, and to becoming involved in the life of this marvelous community. The gallery hours are 11:30 AM - 6:30 
PM 6 days (Tues. - Sun.) and Mondays by appointment.  406-993-9400. 

China Café
The China Café opened its doors during the winter of 2011. The restaurant is located in the Goode 
Place Building right on Ousel Falls Road. The China Cafe prepares excellent food in a comfort-
able and welcoming environment. With affordable prices, the China Cafe caters to those looking 
for a healthy, hearty meal. All of their entrees are prepared without MSG, and they use only the 
freshest ingredients. Additionally, they offer gluten-free and vegetarian items.
 
The China Cafe is family-owned and operated. Their goal is to provide the Big Sky community and its visitors with deliciously 
crafted Chinese cuisine. You can enjoy your meal in their remodeled, warm, sit-down atmosphere, or you can call for takeout 
at 406-995-4488.

Winter & Company Real Estate
Shawna Winter of Big Sky and her team of real estate professionals opened an office in 
the Town Center in the spring of 2011. The office is located in the Goode Place Building 
next to the China Cafe. Winter & Company Real Estate is a talented team of experienced 
real estate professionals dedicated to finding you the finest properties Montana has to offer. They offer a 
uniquely personal approach in your search for Montana real estate, land for sale, ranches for sale, and opportunities in the 
Bozeman and Big Sky real estate markets.  At Winter & Company Real Estate, the fulfillment of your real estate desires is 
their number one goal. They firmly believe that they are in the right place and the right time to surpass your expectations. You 
can reach them at mtwinter.com or by calling 406-995-2093.

Big Sky Resort Area District
Big Sky is a designated “Resort Area District”, and collects a 3% tax on luxury goods and services 
sold within its boundaries. This money funds infrastructure and programs that support the heavy 
influx of visitors to our small, unincorporated locale including: the sewer and water system, Big 
Sky Search and Rescue, The Sheriff’s Office,  Big Sky Fire Department,  The Post Office, The 
Big Sky Community Library,  Skyline bus, Big Sky PBR Signature Summer Event, Snowmobile 
trail grooming, The Big Sky Community Park and over 12 miles of maintained local trails, and 
the Arts Council of Big Sky.

To find out more about resort tax, please visit their website at bigskyresorttax.com. If you have any questions or need assis-
tance, feel free to contact them by phone at 406-995-3234 or email Amy at amy@bigskyresorttax.com. They are located in the 
RJS Tower Building between Monica’s Salon and the Big Sky Medical Clinic.
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Fine Western Art & Bronzes

How to Collect the Resort Tax

2.  For taxable sales: You may charge 3% additional, or figure the tax into a total price.

•  Our sewer and water system •  Big Sky Search and Rescue •  Counseling scholarships
•  The Sherriff’s Office •  Big Sky Fire Department •  The Post Office
•  The Big Sky Community Library •  Skyline bus routes •  Watershed assessment 
•  PBR Summer Event •  Snowmobile trail grooming •  Noxious weed education and control

•  Forest health and wildfire fuel reduction
•  The Big Sky Community Park and over 12 miles of maintained local trails
•  The Music in the Mountains  free concert series and the Fourth of July Celebration
•  Biggest Skiing in America  marketing campaign

Sincerely,  

Amy Smit

BSRAD Administrative Officer

3.  For each month, complete a remittance coupon and send it with payment to the District address on the form.  
Please remember to retain 5% of taxes collected as an administrative fee.  Payments are due the last day of the 
month following  the collections month (ex. July collections are due August 31).  If your payment is late, be sure to 
add the late fee and interest.

Resort tax dollars help stitch Big Sky into a wonderful community and tourist destination.  To find out 
more about resort tax, please visit our website www.bigskyresorttax.com.  If you have any questions or 
need assistance, feel free to contact me at 995.3234 or email amy@bigskyresorttax.com.  

What does  resort tax fund?

You help make Big Sky a wonderful place!

As you may know, Big Sky is a designated "Resort Area District", and collects a 3% tax on goods and services sold 
within its boundaries.  This money funds infrastructure and programs that support the heavy influx of visitors to our 
small, unincorporated locale.  We appreciate your time and effort in collecting the resort tax.

Welcome to Big Sky!  

This Resort Tax applies to some goods and services you will sell at the Farmers Market this 
summer.  In order to correctly collect and remit the tax, please read the following:

1.  The tax applies to all gifts, crafts, art, prepared food, baked goods, and entertainment transactions.  The tax                
does NOT apply to any fresh produce.  If you are unsure whether or not to tax your items, please contact the 
Administrative Officer.




